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JOINT INTELLIGENCE INDICATIGNS COMAL TTVE

Report of Irdications of Soviet-Communist Intentions
JCS Declassification/Release Instructions on File
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To 3 11 October 1950
Asgistant Chief of Staff, G-2
Department of the Army
Washington 25 s Do C, ‘f
12 October 1950

No. 10
L. SBITUATION AT END OF PERIOD

a. 1he Soviet armed forces in being are in an advanced state
of readiness for war and could initiate offensive cperations
with no additional. warning. There are nc conclusive indi-
cations of imminent Soviet hostilities.

b. It cznnot be determined conclusively whether the Chinese
sommunists will exercise their substantial capabilities %o
intervene in forea, although the deployment of experienced ‘ ¢
conbat troops 1o Lanchuria and reiterated threuts of inter—
vention continue to indicate a possibility of such action. ' :

c. There are elear indications that the Noxth Koveans intend

‘ to continue the siruggle., It is possible that the U.S5.S.R.
and Communist China have deferzed the estoblishment of a ;
line of action for North Kores until fubure developments f
further clarify the situvation,

de Succsssful Viet Linh action againgt the French has shown

the marked increass of Viet Linh effectiveness resulting :

from Chinese Gommunist aid and further large-gcale Viet !

' sinh attacks may be expected im the near future, ' :

e Iat—

@, Current Soviet and Satellite mllitary and political activity
elsewhere generally do not appear to indicate an imminent
diversionary action outside the Fap Eash, nor is there
evidence of the general preparatory measures which might be

~ expected to precede an involvement of Soviet forces in the
) Korean genflict, 1L A
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2. OSU.LARY OF S0VIET-COIL.UNIST OPFRATIGNS DURLNG PERLOD

Ap

be

Qo

d.

Go

KOREA, — See current situation reports. The Chiness
Communigts have reiterated their implied threats to
intervene in Korez but their statements do not provide
a cleur indication of the nature of the aid which thay
might extend. The Chineae Communists continue to have
the military capability to intervene with expsriencad
combat forees now in Manchuria, but there is no reliable
new information on military preparations in the arez.
The North Koreans have rejected the demand to surrender
and clearly intend %to continue the struggle north of the
38th parallel.

CHINA. == Rgports of the movement of Communist forcss inland
from the invasion ports on the China coast and unfavorable
weather conditions now make it highly probable that the
invasion of Formosa has been postponed.

INDO-CHINA. == Viet ilinh success in destroying a substantial
portion of French foreces evacuating Ceobang is a =serious
loss to the French. The marked inersase in Viet tiinh
capabilities and departure from strictly guerrilla tactics
indicate & probability of further larger operations s bub
it cannot be determined whether this 1s an immediate pra=
Jude to a major offensive.

GERUANY. == Thers is no information to indicate any unexpected
developiant in comnection with the Fast German elsctions on
15 October, and the Fast German para-military forces are nob
apparently preparing to assume iumediate operational functions.
Some Sovieb units are reportedly beginning %o return to winter
barracks; large scals exercises may be terminating.

SUUTHEAST FUROUPE, = There are some indieations that Satellite
forces have terminated mansuversg and are returning to normal
locations., It is possible that the Soviets are prepaving:
for a shift of fareces or reorgunization of command in Austria,
Hungary, and Rumania, but there is no evidence of preparations
for immediate operations. Present call-ups may indicate an
increase in the size of the Czech Aruy.
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Commmnist efforts to create
the Communists retain the
the Soviet Zone if fully

#e AUSTRIA. =~ Although recent
major unrest have failed,

capability of seizing power in

supported by the Soviets.

go GENFRAL, == The previously reported reduction of Soviset
shipping in foreign waters doss not now appear to be an
abnormal. security measurs, nor is there information on
other unusual Soviet precautionary or preperatory

MERRUTES .

3, COM:UNIST CAPABILITIES, == The Chinese Communigts continue to
have subsiantial capabilities for a militery interveniion in
Korea. Current Viet liinh attacke have confirmed the material

increa3s in their capabilities. Thers was no ‘other apparent
signiflcant change during the period.
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REPORT OF INDICATIONG OF SOVILT~CCLLGNIST INTRNIIONS

Procesdings of the Joint Intelligence Indications Coamittee

11 October 1950

1o Indications of Intentions im the Far Essb.

8s Within the past vesk there has besn additionsl evidence
of lorth Korsan intentions to contimue the struggle and tho Chinese
Camunigts have reiterated their ithreats of possible intervention in
Korese o new information has besn received, however, to oclerify’
Chincse Commmist intentions; snd it cannot be detormined, on the
basis of prosent evidence, whethor or not the Chinose Conmumists will
oxorcise their substanbtial oapebilitics to intervens in Korea,

(1)

(2)

(3)

Approved Fo eI

The liorth Koreans have rejected the demand %o
surrcnder, snd their stiffening resistonce also
Indicetes that they intemd to continue fighting
aorth of the 38th parallel,

Cn 11 Octobheor the Chinese Communist Foreign
linistry issued a statemont which declersd that
Communist China could not "gtand idly by" in the
face of U.l. advences into North Korea, that this
action was a "merace to the security of China," and
that the "aggressors must bo angworable for their
acts in oxtonding the war.” This statement, like
other previous threats, has provided no clear
indicetion of the nature of the aid which the
Chinese Cormunists may intend to axtend to North
Korea or whether an overt Ainbtervention by Chinose
Commmaaist troops is planned,

There has been no new information with regard to
Chinesc Coazmmist militery activity in Lanchuria or
on doployments of Chinese Commmvmist Field Forces in
the arca, snd Fileld Force strength in Lanchuria
continues Lo be estimated at 155,000, A possidle
uogative indication of Chincse Communist preperations
for immedinto hostilities is the fact that a USAF
vocomaissance flight on 8 Octobur found the citics
of Antung, Port Arthur, Delrsn, and ocities ocn the
Shantung, Peninsula brightly lighted, and no blacke
out efforts wore made.

In spits of recert reports of osontinuing alrfisld
construotion, thers are no relisble indications
that the North Korean Air oros has been or will be
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reinforced snd no further reports have beon roecoived
vith regard to a concentration of airoraft in the
Antung area. Although Chinese Communist air strength
3g bolieved to be increasing, there sre no indica=’
tions that it will be committed in tho noar future,
or if comitted, the area of employment. |

(5) Soviet sctivity in the U.l., though it i1a hoooming
lega conoilisbtory, continues teo provide no cleoxr indi-
cation of Soviot intorntions with pespeot %o Eorea.

The noncomuittal taotics of tho Soviets suggest the
possibility that they have roached no firm deeision.
14 4is noteworthy that availsble information on the
Communist Party worldwide line also suggesis that
the Partios of varlous countries are wminstruoted or
st a loss as to how to explain Korean devolopmentso

ce In Indo-China, ths Fremch declsion to withdraw ths
Caobang garrison has apparently offset their gains resulting from the
offenzivo against the Viet Linh in the Thai Nzuyen area., According
to reports, the withdrawing Caobang garrison of throe battallons and
o relief column of four battalions driwing northward from That EKhe
have beon out off by tho strong Viet linh forcas in the area, ‘It is
probable that gubstaubial eloments of the Fromch force have been
dostroyed, which will constitute a seriouns loss to the Fromche The
action clearly indicates the increased capabilities of the Viet Linh
and refloots tho extent and effactivensss of Chinese Communist 28siste
anco. The Viet liinh attack is a departure from strictly guorrilla
warfere taotics which have hitherto daon used. Although it is evident
that the Viet Liinh are now oapable of coping with major Froach ferces
and that heavier fighting is to be expesied, it is too early to
dotormine whother this action is an imnediato preiude to a conocarted
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Viet linh effort to drive tho 'rench out of Indo-~China or presages
the adoption of a policy of harassmsnt on a major scale, No new
Viet llinh pressu-e has been roportod on the wostarn defenae lins of
border posts around Lackay, but further attmcks in tids area can beo
oxpected st any time, There have besn no new indieations of Chinese
Commmist intentions to inveds Indo-China with rogular forces. Proof
of Chinese Commmist technioal and training assistance to the Viet
I'inh vas established by the capture from Viet Liinh foross of Chinsse
quartermaster accounta and teochnical training menuals. The effactive-
ness of Viet iiinh antieireraft fire also refleots inoreased Chinese
loglstical support. Reports of undeterminad reliability state that
two airfields in Xwangsi are now ready for use in alding the Viet
Uinh.

d. There is little indiecation of intonsified Cotmrunist
pressure in other countries of Southeast Asis. In lalayw, British
socurity forees are making slow progross sgainst tho Communist insure
gonts and there is no owvidence that any significant degres of ocutaide
aid is reaching the insurgonts. In Thelland, thers 4s @ oonstant
danger of Commmist-inspired labor trouble but reports of Chinese
Communist plans for such action are not oconfimed, Commmist-led
dissident activity in the Philippines and Burwma continues, but there -
are no indications of major changes in their capabilities, intentions,
or methods.

0, FIroam the feregoing, it is concluded thats

(1) It oannot be definitely doetermined whether the
Chincse Commmists will exorcise their substantial
capabilitios to intervens in Korea, although the
deployment of experienced ocombat troops to llane
churia and reiteratsd threats of intervention con-
tinus to indicate a poesibility of such aotion.

(2) The liorth Koreans have ghown every indication of
oontinuing tho struggle with determination and it is
yossible that a firm Soviot end Chinecse Coammanis®
dooision az to intervontion has been deferred pende
ing future developmenta, although support of the
llorth Koreans will continua,

(3) There is a strong likolihood that tho invasion of
Formosa has bson postponsd for this year.

(4) Succesaful Viet L'inh aotion sgainat the French has
at least indloated a marksd increase in Viet Liinh
oapabilities, resulting from Chinese Commmist
assistanse, and may be a prolude to other large-
scale Viet Uinh attesoka.
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20 Indlcations of Intentiona in Turope and the Near Basta

a. lo information has beon reported vhioch would be indioca=
tive of further developrnents in connestion with the East Goyman
clecetions of 15 Ootober, Although police patrol of the borders has
increased, this is belleved to reflect East German concern over the
effectivenoss of tho Wostern propaganda campaipgn apainst the electiona.
Available information with respect to the East Zone pare-military
forces provides no indication that these units are sbout to assume
any major operational functions or are preparing for mny action
imiediately following the electionse The present training program of
the ground elomont (Alert Polics), which it was previously expooted
would bo terminated by the time of the eleotions, has been extendad
to Dacembere Although there are indloations of the formation of both
2 naval and an air arm of the East German foroes, these appear
dofinitely to be only a nuoleus for further expansion and without
elgnifiocant eapabilities at present, ! !haa reported
the formation of an EBast German air at Lt feooived
Pormor Germsm Air Force airoraft in April but, in general, it is
bolieved these units are organized in cadre form for ultimats expane
sion in the ovent of an emergency. Also of possible significance is &
roport that a now canal is to be oonstructed around Berlin which will
bypass tho West sectors. Although this canel when completed would be
a great holp in the blookade of Barlin and may indiosto an intent
ultimately to reimpose the blookade, it will be soms time before 1t is
sompleted,

bs It is now believed that the Soviot maneuwvsr program in
Gormany has prograossed semewhat beyond last yesr's schedule and that
larger scale exercises probably did begin ebout two wesks oarlier than
last year, Trapmentary reports mow indicate that Army exercises
(i.8., interwdivisional exzercises) possibly were under way in late
September and are now probebly drawing to s close. It also now )
appoars that some Soviet units heve begun to return to winter berracks,
although firm evidence of such a general move hes not yob beoen received.
A gemoral return of units to thoir barracks will be a negative indica-
tion that combal operations are planned in the mear future, particularly
if equipmont is also returned to maintenanse atatus, ' '

G- In Southeast Curope, similar indications are noted in
obsorvations that same units have returned from maneuvers to normal
locations. Hmgarien Argy menouvers have torminated, and it is
reported that some Bulgarien troops ars returning to barracks in the
Sofie area. Theoro is as yet no confirmntion that this trend is general-
throughout Bulgaria anc, as Sofiam is quite close to the Yugoslav border,
the move to barracks in this ares 1s not neesssarily a nagative indioe-
tion of possible Buljarian operations. There is, howsver, no informe
ation presontly available which would point to the probability of fall
military operations anywhers in Durope.
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App&? vewtggﬁefrom lungery continues indicate a possie
bility that the Soviets are planning either the movement of additionmal
troops into Lungary or a possiblo reorpganization of command in this
aroa, but there continues to bo no evidencoe of tho arrivel of now
Sovict units. Previously reportod indications of wnususl activity
have been the anparent shif't of two depots or elementa thereef from
Austria to Lungary, tho arrival of small Soviet elements in tovms near
Budapeat, new barracks construotion (soms of it possibly for Soviet
use) and oacasional irregular vehicle numbers. If a genoral reorgans
lzation or preparations for the shifting of Soviet foroes in Austria,
Iungary end Rumania is under way, it is apparently a very gradual
- processs thore has besn little apparent haste in these zotivities and
no aotivity has been reporied which would indicate that they are in
probable proparation for any imminent operations, ‘

8o In Cgochoslovakia, inoreaced rosd blocks on the Germsn

. border have been noted, probably as a security moocsure to restrict
border orossers but possibly also as fortifications., There has been.
ovidence for months of inteonsive soourity precautions along this
bordere The callup of the fall class of consoripts in (zechoslovakia
has begun in possibly scmowhat larger mmbors than normal, As there
is also no information that any mon have been roleased, an inorease in
the Czoch Army may bo indiocated,

f. Affer an abortive Commmist attempt to oreate major
unrost in Austria, the situation has returned to normal with sn
apparent considerable loss of Commmist and Soviot prestigs. Although
the incidsnts have demonstrated the resistance of the Austrians to
Commmiasm, the Commnist capability to stage a ooup in the Soviet Zome
of Austria has not diminished and the Austrian police and people would
be incapable of preventing such a fiove if Pully backed by the Soviets.
The ovents have indicated, howevor, that the U.S.S5.,R. 18 apparently
not yet ready to render such alleoub support to the Austrian Commmists.

g The Afghan incursion lmbo Pakistan territory has proved
to be no more thon another border inoident and thoie is no indication
of Soviet or Communist imstigation of the inoident,

Jo Gereral Indications of Soviet Imbentions.

8o Availoble information with reapeot to the rocont reduce
tion of the numbors of Soviet vessels in forelgn wmtera does not now
indicate any alarming tread ond it is belioved that shipping outside of
Sovict watere will again increase in the near future, o firm conolim
slon ocan be drawn as to reasons for the recont reduction,

4 - be There is no additional information as to the reasons for
the withdrawal of the Soviet IL-12 transports from Eurcpsan runs during
good flying weather. The Cgech and Polish airlines are still using
same IL~12%s although the Soviet Aeroflot is noto
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do From the foregoing, it is concluded that:

(1) Current informstion on Soviet and Satellite mili-
tary and political aotivity is generally negative
with respect to intontions to undertake & diver-
sionary aotion outside tho Far East in tho immee
diute future, although & lack of indications does
not preclude suoh an intentione

(2) The proviously reported indications of possible
inoregsed Soviot precautionary measures, partle
cularly with rogard o shipping, do not now appear
4o be an alnormal security measure,

(3) There is evidence of a oontinuing long~term progrem
to improve the capabilitics of the Satellite armed
forees and tho military potential of Eaastern Turopes
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